
        

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are we afraid of big words?   NO  ……. because we’ve got?    SYLLABLES 

 

Chin talking – this is the main method 
we use at St Mary’s when identifying 
how many syllables are in a word. 

 

Why Syllables? What’s all the fuss? 

What Are Syllables? 

A syllable is a “word chunk” that contains a single vowel sound. A word may have one, two, or 
even more syllables. For example: 

 bat has one vowel sound and therefore one syllable 

 sticky has two vowel sounds and therefore two syllables 

 south has one vowel sound—/ow/—and therefore one syllable 

 

Syllables and writing – break longer words into                                                       
manageable sized chunks for segmenting 

 

 

 

 

Syllables and Reading – as children get older and more experienced they will be able to chunk 
words into groups of letters using the ‘Syllable Rules’, this will help them to read a range of 
longer words. 

 

Here are some other ways you could 
explore counting syllables at home; 
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