Traders and
Raiders

Anglo-Saxons invade

During the Roman rule of Britain, tribes from Denmark
and Germany attempted to invade Britain. The Romans
built shore forts on the east and south coasts of England
to protect themselves from invasion. After the Romans
left in AD 410, three tribes called the Angles, Saxons and
Jutes invaded England. They attacked and killed Britons
or caused them to flee to Cornwall, Wales or Scotland. By
AD 600 the invaders had claimed England as their own
country and divided it into seven kingdoms. Each kingdom
was ruled by an Anglo-Saxon king.
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Traders and Raiders

Anglo-Saxon way of life

After the invasion, people in the south and east of
England settled into the Anglo-Saxon way of life. The
Anglo-Saxons lived in small villages of huts and farmed
the land. They were great craftspeople who used metal,
wood, clay and precious stones to make weapons, tools,
pottery, furniture and jewellery. When the Anglo-Saxons
arrived in Britain, they were pagans, which means they
believed in different gods. Over time, most Anglo-Saxons
converted to Christianity. They spoke Old English, which
developed from the language spoken by the Angles,
Saxons and Jutes. Few people could read and write.

Recreation of an Anglo-Saxon house in Suffolk

Vikings invade

The Vikings came from Denmark, Sweden and Norway.
The word “Viking’ comes from the Old Norse language
and means ‘a pirate raid’. They first raided monasteries
on the north coast of England in AD 793. Monasteries
were easy targets for the Vikings, as the monks had no
weapons but lots of riches. At first, the Vikings carried
out violent raids, stealing precious items and burning
down buildings, before returning home. However, they
eventually conquered the land and took over many of the
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms.
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Viking way of life

The Vikings lived in large homes, called longhouses, which
they shared with their animals. Longhouses were built
from wood or stone with a thatched or turf roof. Many
Vikings worked as farmers, growing crops and keeping
animals. The Vikings were skilled craftsmen. They made
strong weapons, fast ships and beautiful metalwork and
wooden carvings. They also made jewellery from metal,
wood and glass. Viking women were skilled at spinning
wool to weave into cloth and dying fabrics. The Vikings
were pagans, unlike most people living in Britain at the
time, who were Christians. Gradually, the Vikings became
Christians to allow them to live and trade more easily with
their neighbours.

End of Anglo-Saxon rule

By AD 870, the only Anglo-Saxon kingdom left was
Wessex, which was ruled from AD 871 by a wise and
popular king called Alfred. The Vikings tried to invade
Wessex in AD 876 and at first seemed to be succeeding
but Alfred fought back. He defeated the Viking leader,
Guthrum, in battle. Alfred made a deal with Guthrum to
share Britain between them. However, the Anglo-Saxons
and Vikings continued to fight so

Alfred created an army and navy

to defend Wessex from Viking

troops. Other Anglo-Saxon

leaders followed Alfred and

their separate kingdoms

started to unite. The end of

Anglo-Saxon rule came in

1066 with the invasion

of the Normans.
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PRIOR LEARNING:

Timeline Earlier this year the children learnt about Boudicca =~ GlOSSary

and how she tried to stop the Romans from con-
Angles, Saxons and Jutes invade England quering Britain. As ‘thel_.j dafea.ted her and ruled

and settle on the south and east coast. '

Britain they learnt all about what life was like for |

AD 410 The Romans leave Britain. Angle

A member of a German tribe who

cAD 450 invaded and settles in Britain in the

5 Century

cAD 450-600 The invaders claim England as their

own and divide the country into seven
kingdoms.

King Ecgfrith of Northumbria loses a fierce
battle to the Scottish Picts, ending Anglo-
Saxon rule in Scotland.

Bede writes about the Anglo-Saxon
invasion in the Ecclesiastical History of the
English People.

King Offa, the Anglo-Saxon king of Mercia,
builds an earth wall to protect the border
between his kingdom and the Welsh
kingdom of Powys.

Vikings attack the monastery of
Lindisfarne.

Vikings capture the city of York.

Wessex is the only remaining Anglo-Saxon
kingdom.

Alfred of Wessex becomes king of the
Anglo-Saxons.

King Alfred agrees to share Britain with the
Vikings.

King Alfred dies in Winchester.

The Normans, under William, Duke of
Normandy, invade from France and defeat
the Anglo-Saxon King Harold Il at the
Battle of Hastings. This ends the
Anglo-Saxon era.

the Romans and what the Romans did For us.

FUTURE LEARNING:

Moving into Year 5 the children will learn about
how Britain continued to evolve and change through
learning about The Black Death, Elizabeth |, the

Tudors and Henry VIII.

Then in Year 6 they will move even closer to mod-
ern day by looking at the Industrial Revolution and.
both World Wars.

Famous people

There were several notable people during this period.
Much of what we know about the Anglo-Saxons comes
from Bede’s writing and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle,

which was ordered by King Alfred and distributed around
monasteries.

Alfred the Great

King Alfred is considered to be
one of the greatest Englishmen
of all time. He was born in

AD 849. He defended his
kingdom of Wessex against

the Vikings, agreed to share
England with the Viking leader,
Guthrum, and united
Anglo-Saxon leaders.

Anglo-Saxon

Name given to the tribes that
invaded and settled in Britain from
the 5™ Centu,rg

Artefact

An ob ject made by a person that is

of historical interest.

Britannia

The name Anglo-Saxons and
Vikings used for Creat Britain

Conquar

To take control or possession. of a

place or people, by force

Dark Ages

A Historical period, in European

history ADL76—I1000.

Raiders

People who enter a land L[legalll_,j
and often violently to steal.

Plunder

To use Force to openly steal goods

especially durtng war.

Saxon Shore
Fort

Roman coastal defence Forts to keep

out seaborne raiders.

Traders

People who buy and. sell things.

\/’Lkmg

A member of a Scandinavian tribe
who invaded and settled in Britain

between the 8" and 1™ centuries
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